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Introduction 

The Common Gem butterfly Poritia hewitsoni 
Moore, [1866] has been reported from 
Uttarakhand to North East India (Varshney & 
Smetacek 2015) within India. Globally it 
occurs from Uttarakhand to Malaysia and 
Vietnam (Smetacek ([2016]).  

Material and Methods 

An opportunistic survey was conducted on 31 
October, 2018 in Nagalsar Beat of Kanger 
Valley National Park, Bastar and 
Chhattisgarh. The paths followed on foot were 

randomly chosen and the main criterion for 
choosing suitable paths was the likelihood of 
encountering butterflies along the way. 
Nagalsar Beat is a dense forest which has Sal 
(Shorea robusta) and Bamboo (Bambusa sp.) 
as major vegetation along with thick 
undergrowth. During the survey RN 
photographed a solitary male Common Gem 
basking in the sun, flying frequently and 

settling again to bask.  
The photograph was sent to AS and it was 
identified using Smetacek ([2016]).  

Discussion 

The species is known to feed on Sal 
(Kehimkar, 2008), and occurs at low elevation 
with stragglers ascending to 1500 m 
(Smetacek ([2016]). The discussed elevation 
is also the elevation limit of Sal in the West 

Himalaya. Previously, Singh, (2003) reported 
the species from Dehradun reporting a 
westward range extension from Kumaon. In 

all probability this butterfly is likely to be 
found in other Central Indian regions on the 
Sal belt which have previously not been 
explored.  
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